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tended, that no one with a due sense of responsibility who took
the trouble to see the figures for himself, could approve of them,
and so far our attitude has been justified.   As we have already
pointed out, only one figure to which the least objection can be
taken is at present exposed to the public view.  It is one of a group
of four on the Strand side of the building.  There are, however,
four more on the Agar Street elevation, which is still surrounded
by a high hoarding. Work is proceeding on other statues, but these
are still obscured by the Sculptor's canvas.   It is hoped that the
Buildings  Committee will call for drawings of the unfinished
figures.   We have purposely refrained from entering into any
details with regard to the figures, and even at the risk of being
misunderstood we decline to particularise.  In the form it appears
on the Strand building, the sculpture may have been appropriate
in a Medical hall, but it is entirely unsuitable, and not at all artistic
or dignified in a busy thoroughfare. The most objectionable repre-
sentations are still more or less hidden by the hoarding in Agar
Street, although two of them are plainly visible from the wards
of Charing Cross Hospital and other buildings in the vicinity, and
in calling attention to them at this stage one's desire is that they
may be modified or removed before they are exposed to full public
view*   As art, the Strand figures, in their present form, are not
beautiful, and one of the figures, at least, has no parallel, so far
as we are aware, even in sculpture galleries.  What is complained
of could not escape the notice of the most casual passer-by, v$ien the
hoarding is once removed, and that on a Strand frontage would
constitute a gross offence.  Moreover, we did not take action until
the matter was already becoming a subject of common talk and of
vulgar curiosity, whilst the fact of the private, and apparently
useless, admonition by the police authorities should suffice to
explode the delusion that these figures constitute an innocuous
form of art.

The Evening Standard, June 22nd, 1908, announcing
that a meeting of the Council would be called: for July 1st,
went on to quote Mr. H. Percy Adams, of Messrs** Adams
and Holden, the architects of the building:

" In my opinion they are magnificent," said Mir. Percy Adams,
and he went on to say; "There may be differences of opinion as
to the advisability of displaying one or two of them, or any nude